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MARINE AND MARITIME

MLA College offers a range of Higher Education degree qualifications in partnership with the University of

Sustainable Maritime Operations (SMO)

Plymouth, who provide full accreditation of all our programmes. We offer Bachelors and Masters degrees via

The MLA College Sustainable Maritime Operations (SMO) programme will enhance your

part-time distance learning, allowing you to obtain a qualification whilst balancing your career and other life

management skills in analysis, evaluation, presentation and writing at a higher level. When this

commitments, regardless of your current global location, whether on land or at sea. We are an award-winning

is combined with an understanding gained in the operation, governance and technology of the
maritime world, you will be fully equipped to progress to a more advanced career level.

educational provider and our Higher Education courses are fully tutor-supported; designed specifically to meet

This course is particularly suitable for middle to senior management grades within organisations in

the needs of industry professionals and employers. In addition to our educational programmes, we also offer

the areas of ship management, port operations, marine renewables, offshore oil & gas, engineering

technology-enhanced training to both individuals and organisations across a variety of sectors.

Award winning course delivery
Our distance learning Higher Education programmes are studied utilising MLA College’s award-winning bespoke

and defence. It can also be considered for those with a relevant background wishing to move into
the maritime industries.
The SMO programme is available to study at undergraduate Bachelors (BSc) or postgraduate
Masters (MSc) levels, and is delivered by fully tutor-supported, technology enhanced distance
learning. Studied part-time, this course can fit flexibly around your work and life commitments.

learning platform, the Total Learning Package (TLP). The TLP works offline, allowing students to study anywhere in
the World, regardless of their broadband connection. Our Higher Education courses are fully tutor supported. More
information about how the TLP works can be seen on our website.

BSc (Hons) syllabus
This qualification is aimed at those who wish to gain a full bachelors degree, possibly upgrading
from prior academic achievement (for example, a Foundation degree). It will particularly suit those
with a professional experience in the maritime world or an academic interest in the subject.

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
In 2015, UN member states agreed upon a unified plan with peace and prosperity for all people across the
globe. This was called the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Central to this philosophy are the 17
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs); an international call to action for developing and developed nations alike.
Acknowledging that tackling core issues such as poverty and deprivation cannot be achieved without a robust

Studies are completed via part-time distance learning, and students are required to complete three
modules (final year undergraduate level). Module topics include maritime industry in the 21st
century; metocean processes and impacts; maritime regulation and governance and maritime
operations.
Students can also study an optional research project module in order to achieve an Honours degree.

strategy to improve health and education, whilst simultaneously reducing inequality and promoting economic
growth, the SDGs also seek to preserve the health of our oceans and forests by confronting climate change.
MLA College is proud to support the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.

MSc syllabus
This postgraduate qualification combines the skills of critical thinking, analysis and communication required by a
senior manager, with academic scrutiny and an appreciation of the important strategic and technological issues in
today’s maritime industry.
Studies are completed via part-time distance learning, and students are required to complete five postgraduate level
modules. Module topics include marine science and engineering management; protecting the marine environment;
offshore renewable energy; coastal zone management and maritime policy and strategy. Students are required to
complete a research module in order to achieve their Masters degree.

Further information
More information regarding all aspects of the course can be found on our website, including:
The Barbican, Plymouth: Britain’s Ocean City, and home of MLA College

Entry requirements
Programme fees
How to apply
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MASTERS TOP-UP PROGRAMMES
MSc Sustainable Maritime Operations (SMO)
MSc Advanced Hydrography for Professionals
MSc Advanced Meteorology for Professionals
MSc Advanced Oceanography for Professionals
MSc Advanced Navigation for Professionals
MSc Engineering for Marine Professionals
About the degree
The MSc and MBA degrees are awarded by the University of Plymouth. They are known as a top-up degree,

SUSTAINABILITY
MSc Sustainability in Practice

which means it consists of a stand-alone project module, which upon successful completion will see you

Our new MSc Sustainability in Practice is a course designed for leaders, managers, and individuals in charge

awarded a full Masters or MBA degree.

of teams of people. You might come from the commercial world, you could represent your institution, or you
might be responsible for charitable work. The sector in which you work is unimportant, as this course focuses

Delivered via part-time, distance learning, it provides a flexible approach to study, allowing it to easily fit around

upon you participating in making meaningful and sustainable change, and that is something we all need to

your work and life commitments. This programme is particularly suited to those with either a postgraduate

focus on.

diploma in the subject or significant industry knowledge or work experience in the field.
We will take account of your status as experienced individuals. Motivated to learn and develop, you will be

What will I learn?

engaged and self-motivated – that’s why we call this a ‘Top Up’ degree: we recognise that your experience

You will have the opportunity to research a topic or problem of interest in the subject. Starting with a taught

counts. This is, however, still an academic award, and we will expect you to engage with us and be assessed

chapter on Advanced Research Methods, the module covers project planning and literature review, building

by the same criteria we would have of any Masters student. So, the initial phase of work might be challenging,

your capability to undertake an in-depth investigation and employing numerical, analytical and/or modelling of

but that is where the support of your tutor will be invaluable.

data.
The process will start with a planning phase. We will ask you to plot a course of creating sustainable changes

Entry requirements

to your workplace, and then roll your sleeves up and get on with it. This is why it is called Participatory

Entry routes are flexible and can be made up of formal academic qualifications, experience or a combination

Action Research – it is about you getting involved and taking part in the making of change, not just ‘directing

of the two. Typically, you will be a practicing industry professional with a postgraduate diploma; however, we

traffic’. Along the way, we will talk about designing evaluations, creating objectives, dealing with conflict and

also consider applications based on senior industry experience.

considering others.

Key facts about these programmes

You will, first-hand, create authentic and sustainable solutions to the problems faced by your working

Awarded by: University of Plymouth.

environment. You might not get there fully by the end, but you will reflect upon the process and identify

Start: January, May and September.

opportunities for future projects. You will, however, have started to leave the world of talking about

Duration: 12 months of part-time distance learning.

sustainability behind by taking active ownership of part of a sustainable future.

Tuition language: English.
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And the World will need more of you.
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BUSINESS
Master of Business Administration (Top-Up)
Master of Business Administration (Maritime Operations)
Master of Business Administration (Entrepreneurship and Innovation)
Master of Business Administration (Marketing)
Master of Business Administration (Capital Markets and Finance)
Master of Business Administration (Financial Technology (Fintech))
A “top-up” Masters degree consists of a stand-alone project module, which upon successful completion
will see you being awarded a full MBA degree. Delivered via part-time, distance learning, it provides a flexible
approach to study, allowing it to easily fit around your work and life commitments.
This programme is particularly suited to those with either a postgraduate diploma in a related field or
significant industry knowledge or work experience. Membership of professional bodies will count favourably
during the admissions process.

STUDENT TESTIMONIALS

“

My knowledge of maritime business and operations has been dramatically improved, as a seafarer

“

I am enjoying it more and more with each module. I am really satisfied with the course materials

“

I like the delivery in comparison to classroom-based lectures which try to squeeze a lot into the

I now realise the full extent of what happens ‘behind the scenes’ ashore.”

and the freedom to study at anytime and anywhere.”

time available. Having the video lectures specific to the topic means everything is focused which
really helped with my learning.”

The programme offers one core award, the MBA, with the option of subject specialism pathways.
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The MLA College commitment is to:
Deliver outstanding flexible education and training.
Promote the conservation and sustainable use of the environment for the advancement of
the global community.
Develop people who are committed to values that benefit humanity.

MLA College supports the Sustainable Development Goals

Contact: info@mla.ac.uk

+44 (0) 203 977 7555

www.mla.ac.uk

